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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 20-27, 29-31, 33-40, 42-43, and 45-47 are pending in this application and 
presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 12/29/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. As to claim 20, Applicant argues AAPA does not disclose a VPN gateway having a 
VPN media proxy "directly interfacing the first data network and the second data network 
thereby connecting the second data network to the plurality of VPNs via the first data 
network. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Figure 2 of the Applicant's drawings shows VPN 
gateways (48) directly interfacing the first and second networks, thereby connecting the 
second data network to the plurality of VPNs via the first data network (also see Pg. 3, In. 25- 
27) and the VPN gateway having a VPN media proxy (via connection through the Carrier 
Data Network to the Media Proxies, 42). 
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4. Further regarding claim 20, Applicant argues the "equipment does not comprise a 
VPN gateway and, more importantly, this equipment does not provide a plurality of virtual 
routing functions." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Figure 2 of the Applicant's drawings shows the 
equipment comprising "VPN Interface" for the plurality of virtual routing functions (i.e., 
Blue VPN Site 40, Green VPN Site 50, Blue VPN Site 53, and Green VPN Site 55). 

5. Finally regarding claim 20, Applicant argues the limitation related to the "VPN media 
proxy having an IP address translator. . ." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Page 4, lines 10-20, of the Applicant's 
specification describes "the media proxy 42 patches together the VoIP flow coming from the 
enterprise media gateway and the trunk gateway, as instructed by the call server 44 by 
learning the translated IP address from VoIP packets sent to it." 

Claim Rejections -Admitted Prior Art 

6. The following is a quotation of the MPEP (2129, Admissions as Prior Art, I. 
ADMISSIONS BY APPLICANT CONSTI-TUTE PRIOR ART) that forms the basis for the 
rejections made in this Office action: 

A statement by an applicant >in the specification or made< during prosecution identifying 
the work of another as "prior art" is an admission **>which can be relied upon for both 
anticipation and obviousness determinations, regardless of whether the admitted prior art 
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would otherwise qualify as prior art under the statutory categories of 35 U.S.C. 102. 

7. Claims 20-27, 29-31, 33-40, 42-43, and 45-47 are rejected under the above-cited 
section of the MPEP as being anticipated by admitted prior art (APA). 

8. As to claim 20, APA discloses a communication system (Fig. 2) comprising: 

a plurality of virtual private networks 'VPNs' interconnected by a first data network (Fig. 1- 
2; Pg. 3, In. 2-4, 7-9, and 31-35); 

a second data network connected to the plurality of VPNs via the first data network 
(Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1), 

the second data network using an Internet Protocol 'IP" network addressing scheme 
that uses different IP addresses to a private IP network addressing scheme used by at least 
one of said plurality of VPNs (Fig. 2; Pg. 4, In. 4-8); and 

a VPN gateway having a VPN media proxy directly interfacing the first data network 
and the second data network thereby connecting the second data network to the plurality of 
VPNs via the first data network (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 25-27), 

the VPN gateway being shared by said plurality of VPNs and providing a plurality of 
virtual routing functions (Fig. 2), 

respective ones of said plurality of virtual routing functions being connected to 
respective ones of said plurality of VPNs such that each virtual routing function has an 
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address in a private IP address space of a respective one of said plurality of VPNs (Fig. 2; Pg. 
3, In. 4-7 and 21-23), 

wherein the VPN media proxy is configured to pass call bearer packets from a source 
IP address in said at least one of said plurality of VPNs to a destination IP address in said 
second data network (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4-8), 

the VPN media proxy having an IP address translator arranged to translate the 
destination IP address of the call bearer packets in accordance with the IP network 
addressing scheme of the second data network (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4- 
8), 

and to send the call bearer packets towards the translated IP destination address in 
the second data network (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4-8). 

9. As to claims 30, 39, and 47, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 20 
above. 

10. As to claim 21, APA discloses the IP address translator is arranged to translate a 
destination IP address of call bearer packets being transmitted from a source IP address in the 
second data network to a destination IP address in said at least one of said plurality of VPNs 
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in accordance with the private IP network addressing scheme of said at least one of said 
plurality of VPNs (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4-8), 

and to send the call bearer packets towards the translated destination IP address in 
said at least one of said plurality of VPNs (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 23-25; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; 
Pg. 4, In. 4-8). 

11. As to claims 31 and 40, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 21 above. 

12. As to claim 22, APA discloses the first data network is a public data network using a 
public Internet Protocol 'IP' network addressing scheme (Pg. 1, In. 16-17 and 19-21; Pg. 3, 
In. 7-9), 

and the second data network is a carrier data network using a private IP network 
addressing scheme (Fig. 2; Pg. 4, In. 4-8). 

13. As to claim 34, the claim is rejected for reasons similar to claim 22 above. 

14. As to claim 23, APA discloses where more than one of the VPNs uses a private IP 
network addressing scheme, some of said private IP network addressing schemes have 
overlapping address ranges (Fig. 2; Pg. 4, In. 4-8). 
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15. As to claim 35, the claim is rejected for reasons similar to claim 23 above. 

16. As to claims 29, 33, and 42, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 20 
above. 

17. As to claim 24, APA discloses the carrier data network interfaces the public data 
network to a switched telephone network 'STN' via a trunk gateway whose carrier data 
network IP address is the destination address for call bearer packets being transmitted from a 
source IP address in any of the VPNs to a destination IP address in the carrier data network 
(Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4-10). 

18. As to claim 36, the claim is rejected for reasons similar to claim 24 above. 

19. As to claim 25, APA discloses the STN is a public STN 'PSTN' (Fig. 2, item 20, 
"PSTN"). 



20. 



As to claims 37 and 45, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 25 above. 
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21. As to claims 26-27, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 20 above. 
Additionally, APA discloses VoIP (Pg. 3, In. 29-31). 

22. As to claim 38, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claims 26-27 above. 

23. As to claim 43, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claims 22, 24, and 26-27 
above. 

24. As to claim 46, the claim is rejected for reasons similar to claims 20-21 above. 
Additionally, APA discloses storing the information related to translated destination 

and source addresses (Fig. 2; Pg. 3, In. 23-25; Pg. 3, In. 35 - Pg. 4, In. 1; Pg. 4, In. 4-8); it is 
inherent that routing tables store addresses for the purposes of routing packets throughout 
the networks). 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Somasundaram, U.S. Publication No. 2006/0013209 Al discloses subject matter 
concerning a "Service Provider Edge Box Including Router/NAT Device" (Fig. 1, item 104) 
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that connects a plurality of VPN customer sites (Fig. 1). In particular, paragraph [0011] of 
Somasundaram discloses subject matter that may cover a number of the Applicant's claims. 

26. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this final action. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN P. WHIPPLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (9:30 AM to 6:00 PM EST). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

Brian P. Whipple 
/B. P. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2452 
4/8/09 



/John Follansbee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2451 



